
 
 
 
 

First Christian Church 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 
 

 
 

 

Thank you to Mrs. Kathy McKinley for being our Guest Organist today! 
 
 
GATHERING MUSIC                    Various Selections                FCC Flute Ensemble 

All rights reserved. 
 

FCC Flute Ensemble Members:  
Ashlyn Achille, Angela Akamine, Maggie Clingan, Shelly Harr, Jennifer McCleaf, David Styer, and Naomi Styer 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME                   Rev. Dr. James R. Brooks 
 

Please sign and pass the attendance pads located at the end of your pew. If you are a visitor with us today,  
welcome! Please leave your contact information so that we can extend a fuller welcome! 

 
MINISTRY MOMENT                 Mr. Joe Coleman 

 
PRELUDE                           Super Flumina (By the Waters)            FCC Flute Ensemble 

by Giovanni Palestrina; arr. by Ann Cameron Pearce; Copyright © 2013 Ann Cameron Pearce, ScoreVivo. All rights reserved. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                       Dr. Brooks 

 

Leader: The waters of baptism are the waters of the womb of God 
 
All: When we are baptized, we are born into a new family. 
 
Leader: There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female 
 
All: We are united with all who confess Christ in Manila and Madrid, in 

Rome and Rio 
 
Leader: We lift our different voices as one body, in praise of the one God, who gives 

birth to this new family by baptism into Christ. 
 
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                 Reed Althouse            
 



O Jesus, I Have Promised; Chalice Hymnal, #612; Words: John E. Bode, c. 1868; Music: Arthur H. Mann, 1881; ANGEL’S STORY 76.76D 

*GATHERING HYMN                  O Jesus, I Have Promised            Mrs. Kathy McKinley 



*INVOCATION PRAYER (Unison)                  Elder Sonya Barnes 
 

God of suffering and glory, in Jesus Christ you reveal the way of life through 
the path of obedience.  

Inscribe your law in our hearts, that in life we may not stray from you, but 
may be your people. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, by singing… 



The Lord’s Prayer; Chalice Hymnal #307; Words: Matthew 6:9 - 13 (KJV); Music: Albert Hay Malotte, 1935; arr. Donald P. Hustad, 1984;  
Music Copyright © 1935 (renewed) G. Schirmer, Inc. 

 
hymn continues on next page... 

         The Lord’s Prayer        Mrs. McKinley 





*GLORIA PATRI                   Glory Be to the Father                             Mrs. McKinley 

Glory Be to the Father; United Methodist Hymnal 71; Words: Lesser Doxology, 3rd - 4th cent.  
Music (GREATOREX, Irr.): Henry W. Greatorex, 1851 

 
                                              These Treasured Children          Mrs. McKinley 

(young disciples up to Grade 4 are invited to come forward to the steps of the Chancel for a Blessing) 
As our young disciples come forward, please join us in singing… 

These Treasured Children: Glory to God, 487; Verse 1; Words: Jacque B. Jones, 2009, Copyright © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc.;  
Music (PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, LM): Trier ms., 15th cent.; adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1609 

 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT             Mrs. Alicia N. Catherman 

As our young disciples return to their seats or go to Kid’s Church, please join us in singing… 

 
                                              These Treasured Children               Mrs. McKinley 

These Treasured Children: Glory to God, 487; Verse 5; Words: Jacque B. Jones, 2009, Copyright © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc.;  
Music (PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, LM): Trier ms., 15th cent.; adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1609 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER                               Dr. Brooks 



Beneath the Cross of Jesus; United Methodist Hymnal; #297 Verse 2; Words: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1872;  
Music (ST. CHRISTOPHER 76..86.86.86): Frederick C. Maker, 1881 

 
THE LORD’S SUPPER                         Dr. Brooks 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                               Dr. Brooks 
 

We have gathered in the name of Jesus, our Savior and living Lord. We recall how Jesus 
made himself known to his friends in the breaking of the bread, and how their hearts 
were set ablaze as they talked and communed with him. May our hearts rejoice and our 
tongues be filled with praise as we come to meet him here. 

PRAYER RESPONSE                 Beneath the Cross of Jesus              Mrs. McKinley 



COMMUNION HYMN              Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult             Mrs. McKinley 

Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult; Chalice Hymnal, #337; Words: Cecil F. Alexander, 1852; Music: William H. Jude, 1874; GALILEE 87.87 



PRAYER FOR THE ELEMENTS                              Elder Barnes 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS            Deacons 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC                     A Lenten Meditation               Mrs. McKinley  

K. MacRoberts. All rights reserved. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION          Dr. Brooks 

 
PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

Individually packaged communion elements are provided for your safety and conven-
ience. To open, gently bend the tab down to separate the clear film and peel it back to 
expose the wafer. Carefully pull the remaining foil tab to open the juice cup. You may 
partake of the elements at the same time as the minister. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC        There is a Balm in Gilead     Flute Ensemble  

African American Spiritual; arr. by William G. Rose; Transcribed by Tedd Griepentrog; Copyright © 2002 Treble C Music. All rights reserved.  
 

SCRIPTURE                                      John 12:20 - 33                                    Elder Barnes 
 

SERMON                                    “To Glorify and Enjoy”           Dr. Brooks 



Where He Leads Me; Chalice Hymnal, #346; Words: E. W. Blandy, 1890; Music: John S. Norris, 1890; NORRIS 888.9 w. refrain 

 
INVITATION TO STEWARDSHIP                       Dr. Brooks 

 

Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and takes on new life, it remains just a single 
grain. With grateful hearts, let us bring the fruit of our lives to God. As you go forth from 
this place today, you are invited to make your offering in the black donation boxes pro-
vided in the Narthex and Upper Tower Room. 

 
BENEDICTION                   Dr. Brooks 

 
*DOXOLOGY                 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow             Mrs. McKinley 

*INVITATIONAL HYMN                  Where He Leads Me        Mrs. McKinley 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow; Glory to God 606; Words: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709  
Music: (OLD HUNDREDTH, LM): Genevan Psalter, 1551 



TAKING OUT THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                 Reed Althouse              
     

**POSTLUDE                         In the Cross of Christ I Glory              Mrs. McKinley 
J. Krug. All rights reserved.  

 

Worship has ended...Service begins.  
 

*Please rise whether in body or spirit.  
**Please remain seated until the Minister processes out of the Sanctuary, thank you. 

 
Kindly remember to take your empty communion cups with you and deposit  

them in the trashcan provided as you leave the Sanctuary. 

https://picks.cbssports.com/college-basketball/ncaa-
tournament/bracket/pools/

kbxw63b2geydknzsgeztq===?pool-join-key=FsCrCz+t%
402103m4h5u&invited-by=ivxhi4tzhiytkobsgi4tgmbs&via-

medi-
um=copy&ttag=FF24_lk_cbssports_cbb_bpm_copySetup

Invite  



THE ANNOUNCER                                  March 17, 2024 
     

Please take time to sign-in on the RED Hospitality Notebook each week as it’s important to  
help us stay in touch with each other. 

 

If you are accustomed to giving to the Church using cash, please help us maintain that record by placing 
money and checks in the envelopes provided in the pews and please write your name on the envelope. 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 

Sunday, March 10, 2024 
In-Person - 151; FaceBook - 227;  

YouTube - 47 = 425 Total 
 

Last Year on Sunday, March 12, 2023 
In-Person - 165; FaceBook - 169;  

YouTube - 64 = 398 Total 

CHURCH FINANCIAL - 2024 
 

Operating Budget: $685,619.23 
 

Contributions Received thru February 29th: 
$101,402.57 

 

Just a friendly reminder…We have Electronic 
Giving… Please fill out an ACH form which is 

located on the Bulletin Board outside the 
Church Office. Once you have completed the 
form, please give the form and Voided Check 

to Dianna in the Church Office. For more infor-
mation, please contact her at 301.733.0144. 

Vacation Bible School! 
Camp Firelight 

 

Sunday, June 23rd - 
Thursday, June 27th 

 

Registration begins 
March 31st! 

 
Want to volunteer? Contact Alicia today! 

aliciacatherman@fcchagerstown.org 



Join us for the next Book Club meeting!  
 

We meet on the second Monday of each month 
at Hoffman's All American Grill to share fel-
lowship and thoughts about our book. Our next 
meeting will be on Monday, April 8th at 
12:30 PM. 
 
The book we will be discussing is The Woman 
with the Blue Star by Pam Jenoff.  
 
If you are interested in joining us, contact Judy 
Kofoet and she will send you a reminder email 
prior to the meeting. In the meantime, read 
The Woman with the Blue Star and plan to 
join us!  

Join us for our Welcome Wednesday  
Excitement Programs this  
Wednesday, March 20th. 

 

Programs for the entire family! 
 

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM - Children/Youth Choir 
 

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM - Children/Youth Chimes 
 

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM - WWE Dinner for All 
(RSVP is requested by Sunday at 1:00 PM) 

 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM - Adult Bible Program 
 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM - Children’s Bible Program 
 

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM - Youth Group 
 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM - Brass Ensemble Rehearsal 
 

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM - Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Are you looking for some fun events and  
fellowship? Then this is the group for you. 

 

Not an Empty Nester? No problem at all!  
 

All are welcome. 
 

Some highlights of upcoming events include: 
 

Bus Trips 
• New York Yankees at Baltimore Orioles 
• Museum of the Bible, Washington, DC 
• The story of Daniel, Sight & Sound 
• Sunfest, Ocean City MD, a day on your ow 
• New York City, a day on your own 
 
Local / Ride Share Events 
• 2nd Sundays at Big Cork - live music/activities 
• Good Friday Unity Walk and lunch, City Park 
• Staten Island FerryHawks at Hagerstown Fly-

ing Boxcars 
• Canal Boat Tour and Lunch, Georgetown 
• Historic Harper’s Ferry and lunch 
• Winter City Lights, Olney, MD 
• Historic Houses of Worship Tour 
 
If you would like more information about up-
coming events or have some event ideas to 
share, please contact Rebecca Yeakle at 
FCCEmptyNesters@gmail.com. 

Guest Wi-Fi Password - Disciples4me 

The Seniors In Ministry will be having a  
Brownbag Lunch and Games on 

Wednesday, March 27th  
from 11:30 AM to 3:30 PM in the Library.  

 

Come and see friends, meet new friends, have 
lunch, and play games. 

 

All are invited to join them!  

mailto:FCCEmptyNesters@gmail.com


Little Pantry 
 

Thank you to all for your support and  
contributions. 

 

Some kind folks have been putting fresh pro-
duce into the Little Pantry, this is a welcomed 
addition, as long as it is not too hot nor too 

cold outside.  
 

As usual, non-perishable items are always  
welcome.  

 

Please consider a financial contribution: make 
checks payable to First Christian Church and 

put “Little Pantry” in the memo line and we will 
do the shopping.  

 

For more information, please contact  
Dale Philp 301.730.4232 

Zion Soup Kitchen 
The Soup Kitchen at Zion Reformed United 

Church of Christ, located at 201 North Potomac 
Street, provides dinner every Tuesday night for 

anyone who needs a hot meal.  
 

Our Team cooks and serves the meal every 3rd 
and 5th Tuesday of the month. The next  
serving date is Tuesday, March 19th. 

 

If you would like to volunteer to cook and 
serve (4:00 PM to 6:30 PM) or if you’re  

interested in donating supplies, please contact 
Lori Schmidt, 717.701.3407.  

FCC's Diaper Ministry 
 

We’ve Grown! 
 

In February of 2023 FCC’s Diaper Ministry 
helped to provide 90 local children in need with 
diapers. This February we assisted 120 – that’s 

a 33% increase in just one year! 
 

If you’d like to help our growing ministry – we 
accept diaper donations (size 5, 6, and pull-ups 
are our greatest need), just drop them at the 

church office. Or if you want us to do the shop-
ping, a check made out to FCC with “Diaper 

Ministry” on the memo line works too! 
 

For your continued support, THANK YOU! from 
your diaper ministry team: Ruth, Laura, Shirley, 
Sandy, Christina, Sue, Jeff, Dianna, Helen, and 

Joe 

Micah’s Backpack Team 
For March, we are in need of  

individual Microwavable Popcorn Bags and  
Microwavable Mac and Cheese Cups. 

 

Food donations may be placed in our cart in 
the Lower Tower Room or purchased through 

our Amazon Wish List.  
 

The Amazon Wish List link is located in the FCC 
Weekly Eblast. Instructions are also posted on 

our cart in the Lower Tower Room. 
We welcome all who would like to participate 
in this Ministry. If interested, please contact 

Rebecca Yeakle at  
FCCMicahsBackpack@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

When you walk into the Church and are  
greeted at the door with a smile and “good 
morning,” we hope that it makes your day  

better!  
 

Tim Shepherd is recruiting Greeters for  
Sunday Mornings to greet folks with a smile 

and a welcoming “hello.” Also, to greet visitors 
and welcome them to FCC and direct them 

where to go.  
 

If you are interested, please contact Tim at 
301.739.8835.  

mailto:FCCMicahsBackpack@gmail.com


Young Adult / Adults 
 

Sunday Mornings  
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM -  

Disciple Bells - Choir Room 

Adult Sunday School 

Middle and High School Youth 6th - 12th Grade  
will have class in Room 108  

with Mr. Brock Bricker 

Children who are in 3rd through 5th Grade will 
have class in Room 202 with Ms. GeorgeAnn 

and/or Ms. Vickie 

Children and Youth Sunday School Classes - During Worship 

Childcare is available for Birth - Pre-School:  
Room 02 with Ms. Melanie Fouche 

Children who are in Pre-K (entering Kindergar-
ten in Fall 2021) through 2nd Grade will have 

class in Room 102 with rotating teachers 

Music Program Rehearsals 

Wednesday Evenings 
Children / Youth 

 

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM - Children's Choir  
(from Pre-K - 8th Grade) - Sanctuary 

 

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM - Children's Chimes  
(2nd to 8th Grade) - Choir Room 

Wednesday Evenings 
Young Adult / Adults  

 

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM - Chancel Choir - Sanctuary 

Wednesday Evenings 
Young Adult / Adults 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM - Brass Ensemble -  
Music Room Contact - Matthew Albright - 304.671.6975 

Altar Flowers 
 

If you would like to donate flowers on a  
Sunday Morning in Memory or In Honor of 

someone, please either sign-up on the Flower 
Calendar located on the bulletin board outside 
of the Church Office, or contact Dianna in the 

Church Office, 301.733.0144.  
 

The cost of the arrangements are: $70.00 for 
Altar Pieces and $60.00 for Pulpit or Lectern 
Pieces. Please make checks payable to First 

Christian Church, memo line: Flowers.  

The Samaritans meet in Fellowship Hall at 
11:30 AM.  

 

They will begin their Lenten Study by Adam 
Hamilton entitled "Luke: Jesus and the Outsid-

ers, Outcasts and Outlaws.” 
 

For more details, please contact David Yohman 
or Sue Gerberich, or join them on Sunday  

morning. All are welcomed!  

The Christian Heirs meet in Fellowship Hall 
at 11:30 AM. 

 

For more details, please contact Cal or Carolyn 
Scholl, or join them on Sunday morning. 

All are welcomed! 

The Over the Hill Gang will be meeting on 
Friday, April 19th from 11:30 AM to  

1:00 PM at the Western Sizzlin’ located at 
17567 York Road.  

 

Come and see friends, meet new friends,  
and have lunch. 

 

All are invited to join them! 

mailto:cascholl@comcast.net
mailto:cascholl@comcast.net


Calendar for the Week of Sunday, March 17th - Saturday, March 24th 
 

Sunday St. Patrick’s Day 
  Pastor’s Class, Library                              9:00 AM - 9:45 AM 
  Worship Service                                               10:00 AM 

Sunday School for Children and Youth - Room 202, Room 102, and Room 108 
  Fellowship Time, Fellowship Hall                11:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
  Bell Choir Rehearsal, Music Room        11:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
  Adult Sunday School, Fellowship Hall         11:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
  Youth Dodgeball Outing, Hollowell Church                                   12:30 PM - 5:30 PM 
  Elizabethtowne Recorder Rehearsal, Room 102          2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
 
Monday 
  TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly), Fellowship Hall       7:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
 
Tuesday   
  Women’s Ministry Prayer Partners, Parlor                                          9:30 AM 
  Zion Soup Kitchen, Zion Reformed United Church of Christ        4:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
  Boy Scout Troop #66, Fellowship Hall                   6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 
  Cub Pack #66 Meeting, Fellowship Hall and Various Classrooms      6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 
  Girl Scout Troop #166 Meeting, Room 202           6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 
 
Wednesday 
  Combined Children/Youth Choir, Music Room          5:00 PM - 5:30 PM 
  Combined Children/Youth Chimes, Music Room          5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 
  WWE Family Dinner, Fellowship Hall                    6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
  WWE Children’s Program, Room 102            6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
  WWE Adult Bible Program, Library             6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
  Youth Group, Fellowship Hall                    6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 
  Brass Ensemble Rehearsal, Music Room           6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Music Room           7:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

 
Thursday 
  Meritus Health - Prevent T2 Class, Room 108      10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
  Nominating Committee Meeting, Library            11:00 AM - 12:00 Noon 
  Diaper Ministry Team Packing, Fellowship Hall          3:30 PM - 5:30 PM 
  Girl Scout Troop #40790, Room 202            6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
  Washington County Consort Rehearsal, Room 102                  7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
 
Friday  
   
Saturday 

PARTICIPATING IN OUR SERVICE THIS MORNING 
Our thanks to those who make our morning worship a special experience. 

 

Greeters:    Leroy Burtner, Sandy Burtner, and Judy Geary 
 

Elder:     Sonya Barnes 
 

Camera Tech:   Diann Smith 
 

Security:   Bill Strine 
 

website: www.fcchagerstown.org 


